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CONSERVATION  UPDATE  

Orleans County Soi l  & Water Conservat ion Dist r ict  

July  2022  

D I S T R I C T  UP DAT E  
     The District is underway for another busy construction season this year. We al-

ready have a half mile long grassed waterway and an Agrichemical Handling Facility 

under construction. We have four micro-irrigation projects designed and awaiting 

installation this year for three apple orchards and one hemp field. We are in the pro-

cess of designing and getting bids for three other Agrichemical Handling Facilities 

for three fruit and vegetable farms and two concrete Heavy Use Areas on a beef and 

horse farm. We also have contracts to install around 3,000 acres of cover crops this 

year. All of our projects that we are installing this year will be improving water quality 

in our three main watersheds in the County, the Oak Orchard, Johnson, and Sandy 

Creek Watersheds.  

   We have hired a new technician, Hannah Shervin, who will be helping us with field 

work, undertaking our invasive species projects, such as our Swallow Wart Biocon-

trol project, and assisting with farm construction projects. Hannah is a great addi-

tion to our team and she is eager to become familiar with the county and its resi-

dents. 

   We have been busy assisting the highway departments this year, designing ditches 

and giving culvert sizing recommendations. At the end of last year, we bought a new 

hydroseeder which we have used on five highway department projects so far this 

season and we have many more to come. We are also working on one large diver-

sion ditch project with the County DPW that will improve drainage on a county road-

way. 

   The District continues to create great relationships throughout the county allowing 

us to get so many projects completed and problems resolved. We enjoy working with 

all of you and look froward to our next opportunity to solve problems and improve 

water quality. If you need any assistance please do not hesitate to reach out to us 

and see what we can offer 

you. 

Come see our display booth in the 

Conservation Log Cabin at the Orleans 

County 4-H Fair July 25th — July 30th! 

Picture of Erie Canal 

taken by 

District Technician, 

Megan McAnn, with our 

Drone 
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  Soil and Water Conservation Dis-

tricts lead in the implementation of 

the Agricultural Environmental 

Management (AEM) program. AEM 

is a cooperative interagency pro-

gram that provides one-on-one 

help to farmers to identify environ-

mental risks on their farms. Once 

these risks are identified, farmers 

receive help with solution planning, 

design, and with obtaining financial 

assistance to address existing 

problems and prevent future 

ones.   

  AEM is a voluntary, confidential, 

locally led, and comprehensive ap-

proach that advances environmen-

tal management on New York’s 

farms. This program delivers tech-

nical support and financial incen-

tives needed to help farmers imple-

ment conservation practices criti-

cal to the protection of water quali-

ty and other natural resources. 

AEM helps to ensure that New 

York’s farms remain viable and 

continue to meet their business 

objectives in an everchang-

ing market place.   

  Anyone with interest or questions 

about the AEM program in Orleans 

County can contact our District 

Technician, Megan McAnn, at 585-

589-5959 ext. 6861 or email her 

at megan.mcann@ny.nacdnet.net. 

A E M :  P R O T E C T I N G ,  M A N A G I N G ,  A N D  I M P R O V I N G  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  

The Orleans County Soil & Water Conservation District and the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service prohibits discrimina-

tion in all their programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, 

sexual orientation, and marital or family status. 
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D I S T R I C T  H I R E S  N E W  T E C H N I C I A N  

   The Orleans SWCD would like to welcome Hannah 

Shervin as the new District Technician. She will be 

taking responsibility of any invasive species work in 

the district and helping with the rest of the day to day 

operations. She has a love for the outdoors and pro-

tecting the environment making this a great position 

for her. She also grew up attending our Shoreline 

Cleanups  with her father and brothers and now gets 

the opportunity to run them.  

   She spent most of her childhood in Orleans County, 

later moving out to Wyoming County. Hannah attend-

ed SUNY Brockport where she received her bache-

lor’s degrees in both Environmental Science and 

Earth Science.  She started going for teaching but 

decided that it wasn’t right for her and found her way 

here.  Hannah loves to be outdoors in her spare time. 

She also enjoys knitting, reading, playing board 

games, and spending time with her cat. 

  This year’s tree and shrub sale was another success! For the last three 

years we had it drive-thru style at the Orleans County Department of Pub-

lic Works to help keep a social distance. This worked very efficiently and 

we decided to continue doing it this way. A special thank you goes to the 

DPW for the use of their barn for this program. 

  We received a good number of orders this year and were unable to sup-

ply everyone with what they ordered due to either substitutions or short-

ages from the supplier. We’d like to apologize to those who could not get 

what they wanted. However, we were able to provide over 6,500 seed-

lings and transplants to area residents! 

  We would like to thank our customers for their continued support of this 

program. If you would like to see a certain tree species offered next year, 

please give our secretary, Judy, a call and she will try to have it available. 

Look for the January 2023 Conservation Update for the order form for 

next years tree sale. 

A  S U C C E S S F U L  T R E E  S A L E  

District Volunteer Dan Schuth and 

District staff Katie Sommerfeldt and 

Judy Bennett packaging trees 

CONSERVATION COMPLIANCE: Don’t Lose your Benefits! 

  If you intend to install drainage 

tile, dig a ditch, or clear trees (even 

orchards) from a field, you need to 

come to the FSA office to see if 

there has been a wetland determi-

nation done by NRCS since 1985. 

If not, then they need to process 

an AD-1026 form to request to 

have a determination done by 

NRCS. This may be a “desk audit” 

done by looking at maps, but it 

may require a field visit with the 

biologist to survey the plant spe-

cies present in a possible wetland 

area. This can only be done in the 

growing season.  

  If you are ever determined to be 

“out-of-compliance” with the rules 

for Wetlands or Highly Erodible 

Land, your crop insurance subsidy 

will disappear. Currently, most crop 

insurance premiums are subsi-

dized at 62% of the cost. You could 

also lose all other USDA program 

benefits. This is not something you 

want to lose. 
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S W A L L O W - W O R T  B I O L O G I C A L  C O N T R O L  

   Because manual removal of invasive 

species can be so time consuming 

and chemical control can be so harm-

ful to native plants, biocontrol meth-

ods are the best method, when availa-

ble. But introducing a new species 

needs a lot of testing to ensure it 

won’t harm the environment. 

   Orleans County SWCD is participat-

ing in their second year of the Swal-

low-wort biocontrol project. This pro-

ject is run through the New York Inva-

sive Species Research Institute 

(NYISRI), Cornell Cooperative Exten-

sion (CCE), and Western New York 

Partnership  for Regional Invasive Spe-

cies Management (WNYPRISM). The 

project is being done at Holley Falls 

Park where there is a large infestation 

of Pale Swallow-wort.  

   Hypena opulenta is a moth that feeds exclusively on pale and black swallow-

wort. It was approved for field release in 2017 after over 10 years of research. 

The moths are released into cages and monitored to see how well they are able 

to establish.  

   The moths were released on June 6th. Since being released the moths have 

laid eggs on the leaves and caterpillars have been consuming the leaves. We 

are hoping that the caterpillars will defoliate the plants enough to bring down 

the swallow-wort population. By the end of this multiyear project we hope to 

have a better understanding of how to control these invasive species.  

Hypena opulenta caterpillar on pale swallow-wort Hypena opulenta monitoring enclosure 

Hypena opulenta moth on pale swallow-wort leaf 





D I S T R I C T  S T A R T S  U S I N G  N E W  H Y D R O S E E D E R  

Conservation Update  Page 7  

CONSERVATION SUPPLIES (Tax Included) PRICE Qty COST 

Fertilizer Tablets          each/100 $  0.11/$10   

Root Dip 1 oz. $  1.50   

Marking Flags               per flag/per bundle of 100 $ 0.11/$10   

Bluebird Box $17.00   

Bat Box $17.00   

Wood Duck Box $51.00   

Winter Nesting Box $25.00   

Total Cost  

 

Manager Katie Sommerfeldt Hydroseeding a 

newly re-graded ditch on West Ave Ext. in 

Medina 

County Court House 

Technician Megan McAnn Hydroseed-

ing Townline-Rd Culvert Replacement 

Banks 

After finally receiving our New Hydroseeder at the end of last year, this spring and summer we 

have been fully utilizing it on erosion projects every chance we get. The hydroseeder is a process 

whereby seed, fertilizer, and fiber mulch (using water as a carrying medium) are applied on the 

soil to establish vegetation. The Hydroseeder has been hard at work being used on newly con-

structed projects that are at risk of sediment erosion due to having steep banks. We have com-

pleted 5 jobs so far this year and are excited for more opportunities to use our hydroseeder. 



VOLUNTEER 

For the 

ORLEANS COUNTY 

SHORELINE CLEANUP 

 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2022 

 

Collect and record the litter around your lake or river. 

Earn Community Service Credits! 

 

Contact: 

Hannah Shervin 

Orleans County Soil & Water Conservation District 

446 West Avenue 

Albion, NY 14411 

Phone:  (585)589-5959 ext. 5 

Fax:  (855)347-7122 

 During last years Shoreline Cleanup we col-

lected over 300 pounds of trash! We plan on 

holding this year’s cleanup on Sept 17th, and 

hopefully will beat last years numbers!. Keep 

an eye on our social media for updated infor-

mation. For any questions or interest, call our 

District Technician, Hannah Shervin, at 585-

589-5959 ext. 5.  


